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    [image: Leslie Sarasin]Dear FMI Community, 
After much deliberation and guidance from the Executive Committee of the Food Marketing Institute’s (FMI) Board of Directors, FMI has determined it will not host the 2017 FMI Show, known as FMI Connect, originally scheduled to be held in Chicago next June.  
As you can imagine, a decision of this magnitude was not reached easily. 
At FMI we continue to believe that events designed to bring together the entire food retail industry and their partners for meaningful conversation, education, exploration and networking are desired and needed, but we have concluded these gatherings should occur in a framework that differs from the current FMI Connect design.  


We also recognize that in recent years this event has fallen short of achieving the precise formula necessary for meeting today’s industry needs, particularly as the industry continues to change and evolve so quickly.
    



    
FMI aims at all times to be as agile and as bold as required to serve the needs of our members as well as the broader food industry.  

Therefore, we must design new occasions more appropriate to the faster paced rhythms of food retail, and in unique formats more attuned to the specific needs of our industry.  With the elimination of having to fill football fields’ worth of space as “The Show” configuration required, FMI will be liberated to explore new, focused and more flexible events. 
Of course, even when it is right and for the best, change is difficult.  We appreciate the understanding of our members, partners, supporters, vendors, the city of Chicago and friends as we work through the many implications this tough decision has for us AND more importantly, as we shape future directions for our members and their trading partners. 
The industry we serve is learning it must rethink and when appropriate, redesign all aspects of its business, including everything from customer service to checkout, and from the number of items on the shelves to innovative ways of getting products to shoppers. 

Likewise, FMI must adapt and look with fresh eyes at the opportunities this new frontier holds, even when it requires letting go of old methods that hold places in our hearts.  
As always, we are grateful for your support.  We look forward to hearing your ideas as together we plot and blaze new paths in our journey to feeding families and enriching lives. 
For media questions, contact Heather Garlich.  For exhibitor questions contact the FMI Connect sales team.
Sincerely,
Leslie Sarasin

[image: Leslie Sarasin]

    



    Please visit our Conferences and Signature Events page for details about other FMI events.
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                        [image: Industry Topics]Industry Topics address your specific area of expertise with resources, reports, events and more.
                

                
                        [image: Our Research]Our Research covers consumer behavior and retail operation benchmarks so you can make informed business decisions.
                

                
                        [image: Education and Events]Events and Education including online and in-person help you advance your food retail career.
                

                
                        [image: Food Safety]Food Safety training, resources and guidance that help you create a company food safety culture.
                

                
                        [image: Government Affairs]Government Affairs work — federal and state — on the latest food industry policy, regulatory and legislative issues.
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Get Involved. From industry awards to newsletters and committees, these resources help you take advantage of your membership.
                

                
                        [image: covid-nav-220x125]Best practices, guidance documents, infographics, signage and more for the food industry on the COVID-19 pandemic.
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    Sign Up for the [image: FMIdailyLead]
FREE daily briefing on top stories in food retailing.
Sign up
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